
 The Dorchester County Board of Appeals met in regular session on Thursday, 
August 20, 2015 in Room 110 of the County Office Building at 7:00 PM.  Present were 
Catherine McCulley, Chairperson, Ed Howard, Vice-Chairman, Wendell Foxwell, Walt 
Gunby, Attorney, Steve Dodd, Director of Planning, with Sherry Wood recording. 
 
 An introduction was made by Chairperson McCulley, explaining the procedures 
of this meeting to the audience.  She then asked Mr. Dodd to read the first case. 
 
Case # 2579 – Melvin and Barbara Swann, Owners 
 
 To request, as a special exception, an accessory structure measuring (10 x 10 ft.) 
to be built prior to the principal structure.  Property located at 5006 Lucy Fish Road, 
Hurlock, MD and contains 1.51 acres.  Zoned RR-MH, Rural Residential, Mobile Home 
Overlay District. 
  

Mr. Melvin Swann, 503 Radiance Drive, Cambridge, Maryland and any other 
person who would be testifying in this case, were sworn in.   
 
 Mr. Dodd read the case and all pertinent information into the record.    
 

Mr. Dodd advised that due to personal issues, Mr. Swann was not able to post the 
sign fifteen days in advance of the meeting as required.  The sign was posted on August 
10th.  Mr. Gunby stated that due to the extraordinary circumstances and with no one in 
the audience to oppose the case, the Board has the power to overlook this.  Ms. McCulley 
asked for a vote regarding whether or not the Board members wanted to accept the 
posting of the sign for only 10 days as opposed to the normal 15 days.  Mr. Howard made 
a motion to accept the 10 day posting due to Mr. Swann’s circumstances.  Mr. Foxwell 
seconded and the motion was unanimously carried.   
 
 Mr. Dodd noted that at one time, there was a mobile home on the property and a 
storage shed.  Both have been removed.  Ms. McCulley noted that the aerial submitted 
with the case shows a mobile home and shed.  Mr. Dodd advised that the aerials used 
are about 2 years old.   
 
 Ms. McCulley advised the applicant of the two options he had to address the 
criteria questions, either to rely on his written responses or comment on the responses.  
Mr. Swann stated that he would rely on his written responses.   
  
 Mr. Swann stated that the primary reason for the shed will be to store a lawn 
mower to mow the property.  Mr. Swann was not able to give a definite answer as to 
whether he intends to build a principal structure on the property.  Ms. McCulley advised 
that a time limit of a one year is usually placed on requests such as this.  Mr. Gunby 
advised the Board that due to the minuscule size of the requested structure, it would be 
reasonable to extend the time to two years.  He clarified that the two year timeframe is 
to obtain the building permit for the principal residence.  Ms. McCulley advised Mr. 
Swann that he would need to return to the Board of Appeals for another special 
exception if he does not have the building permit within the two year time frame or 
remove the shed from the property. 



 Mr. Dodd read agency comments into the record.  The Health Department had no 
objection, however, the proposed accessory structure should not be located on top of the 
existing septic system or in the sewage reserve area.  The Department of Public Works 
had no objection, a stormwater management plan and erosion sediment control plan 
would need to be submitted for review/approval if the project disturbs more than 5,000 
sq. ft.  The Planning Commission had no objection based on information provided.   
 
 Mr. Dodd also read into record a letter dated August 9th from Mr. Phillip Dunn, 
5004 Lucy Fish Road, Hurlock MD, advising he has no objection to the request.   
 
 No one spoke in favor of this request and no one was opposed. 
 
 Ms. McCulley announced the end of testimony and the Board began their 
deliberations.   
 
 At this time, each Board member explained his decisions regarding the criteria.   
 
 After all testimony, Ms. McCulley called for a motion regarding this case.  Mr. 
Foxwell made a motion “to approve this request with the following stipulations: a 
building permit must be secured for the primary structure within two (2) years.”  
Seconded by Mr. Howard and unanimously carried. 
 
 With no further business, a motion was made by Mr. Howard to adjourn.  
Seconded by Mr. Foxwell and unanimously carried.  Time of adjournment: 7:40 PM.   
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Steve Dodd 

Executive Secretary 


