TRIAL (PETIT) JUROR INFORMATION

ALWAYS CALL 410-228-9840 OR visit the court website BEFORE 

REPORTING TO THE COURT HOUSE FOR JURY DUTY

Trial jurors in Dorchester County are assigned a REPORTING NUMBER.  EACH TRIAL JUROR MUST CALL 410-228-9840 OR VISIT www.docogonet.com (click on the link on the left for CIRCUIT COURT) or  mdcourts.gov/circuit/dorchester/juryinfo.html AFTER 5 P.M. THE EVENING BEFORE ANY SCHEDULED TIME TO REPORT FOR JURY SERVICE TO DETERMINE IF THEY ARE STILL REQUIRED TO REPORT FOR JURY DUTY. This includes the scheduled date of appearance as stated on the summons that was mailed to you.  The message will indicate which jurors are to report and the time to report.

Please note clarification of the following statements you may hear on the message machine or see on the internet:

For example:

Jurors numbered 75 thru 100 AND jurors numbered 1 thru 25 should report...This means that jurors number 75 through and including 100 AND jurors number 1 through and including 25 should report for jury service, unless prior arrangements have been made with the jury commissioner.
No jury service is required...This means that no jurors are required to report on the date and date indicated.

The first time you report for jury service you will be scheduled to report at 8:30 A.M. for orientation.  If you have questions regarding your jury service, please call the jury commissioner at 410-228-9840 for updated information.  The first time you report for service you will be given a “Tentative” Jury Schedule, which will list the dates that you could possibly serve.  This information is also available on the internet.  Each Juror should call 410-228-9840 after 5 P.M. the evening before all scheduled dates to see if they are to report and at what time.  Alternatively, the same information is available on the websites listed above.
JURY FEES: The legislature has authorized the court to pay a fee of $15.00 each day you report for jury duty.  

PARKING:  Parking is available behind the County Administration Building.  In addition, on-street parking is also available.   Do not park in the library lot and do not park in front of, or on the side of, the post office.

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY: In the event of inclement weather, please call 410-228-9840 or go to www.docogonet.com the morning you are scheduled to appear for weather related updates.  If the information has not changed, report as scheduled. You may also follow updates on local television news and radio stations.  

COURTHOUSE PROCEDURE: The unauthorized use of electronic devices may interfere with the efficient administration of justice, impair the safety and welfare of visitors and staff and have a negative impact on the Court’s security plan.  It is preferable that all electronics are left at home or in your vehicle. All electronics must be OFF on the second floor of the courthouse.
The jury commissioner and court personnel will assist you in every way possible to make your service an enjoyable and rewarding experience.  Thank you for your continued support and dutiful service.

Excusals for Previous Service - Our current jury plan indicates under the section for frequency of service that an individual may be summoned for jury service after one (1) year if the individual serves on a trial jury for fewer than five (5) days in a three (3)-year period.  
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